	History 11
General Information 
Richard A. Sennet, Instructor 
E-Mail Address: sennetra@lamission.edu 
use this address ONLY for general comments and questions. All course related questions should be sent to me via "Messages" located on the left side of Course Home page. 

Course dates Winter 2008  Jan 2 – Feb 2, 2008

Textbook: THE AMERICAN NATION Volume One A History of the United States to 1877 ( 12th Edition), Marck C Carnes and John A Garraty 



Grading and Grade Distribution 
mid term examination 180 points 

final examination 180 points 

24 internet assignments 480 points 

8 class discussions 200 points 

_____________________________________________ 

1040 points 

900-1040 pts A 

800-899 B 

700-799 C 

600-699 D 

Below 600 not passing 




Specific Expectations 
1. Be active in the class and complete weekly assignments on time 
2. Be scholarly. Spelling, grammatical structures, clear writing, citing of sources, etc. are all considered to be basic to scholarly inquiry. 
3. Participate fully; spend significant time reading and thinking about this class and the topics you are assigned to investigate. 
4. Participate fully in the discussion groups. This will be opportunities for you to communicate with your fellow students. 
5. Deal with others and me in a direct, honest and open manner. 


General Course Objectives 
My objective for this course is to accomplish the following 
1. You will become aware of the history of early America; the events, people and forces that shaped that era 
2. You will recognize how early America differed from institutions and concerns of contemporary society today, but you will also see how essential elements of that era retain links to more recent times. 
3. You will learn to use written documents, historical narratives, and other written records as a means of understanding and interpreting early America. 
4. You will recognize the great varieties of political values, ethnic traditions economics, philosophy, life styles and how they characterized early American life. 
5. You will develop your critical thinking skills to work effectively on the Internet 
6. You will develop your written skills and your ability to express yourself well via e-mail communications 



Special Course Adaptations 
If you believe you need special course adaptations or special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act, it is your responsibility to contact instructor during first 2 weeks of class to request necessary course alterations. 


Course Examinations 
Two examinations will be administered in this class: a Mid Term exam and Final Exam. Exams will be taken on-line and study materials may be used during testing. Exams will consist of identification items ( 10 points each) and essay questions (20 points ea). Exams will be based on all reading assignments for this class. Idenitification items must include specific information and details and be a minimum of 1/2 page of single space content. Essays must be complete and comprehensive answers with use of specific details, illustrations and examples to better clarify your answers. All essay answers must be a minimum of one full single spaced page. Mid Term will be available end of unit four; Final Exam, end of last unit of class 
ALL EXAMS ARE LOCATE IN "ASSIGNMENTS" NOT IN "TESTS" 
Below are sample questions and full credit answers 
Sample Essay Western Civilization 
Essay one 
Discuss Western Civilization’s first Industrial Revolution emphasizing the changes to economic life and society during the 18th and early 19th Centuries 
Full credit answer (20 points) 
At the start of the 18th century agriculture was the main occupation of the people of England, accounting for almost 75% of the population. The nation was ripe for a change and that change came in the form of the Industrial Revolution. Two main events helped usher in this new revolution. The first was the development of cottage industry and the second was the enclosure movement as well as other factors. 
The cottage industry developed because the majority of farmers were idle during the winter months and needed something to occupy their time and earn them some extra money. The answer was for them to produce textiles in the home during the winter for reasonable prices. 
This was a time consuming process. It started first with a cloth merchant in the town. He had to have the financial means to finance a trip to the country where he would buy wool. This raw material, wool, was then distributed among local farming families, who would then make cloth out of it. The whole family was involved in the time consuming process of turning the wool into cloth. The merchant would later return and pay the family for the cloth they had produced and leave them with more wool. This process was repeated throughout the winter months. The cottage industry was extremely lucrative for the merchant, as he only had to pay a relatively small amount to the farming families, and was able to sell the finished cloth at a much higher price. 
The cottage industry helped Britain to prepare for the industrial revolution by helping to establish trading relationships with other countries that wanted to buy this high quality cloth that was priced so reasonably. It benefited the farming families by providing them with an income during the winter months when there was not much work to be done on the farm. The downside to this cottage industry was it was hard to maintain a consistent quality of material. Also some farm families came to rely on this money, so that when the industrial revolution came, many were forced to relocate to the towns to find work. 
The second factor that helped to usher in the industrial revolution was the enclosure movement. Serfdom no longer existed in England by the end of the 17th century. However most people farmed on common land, which was leased by the farmers from the local landowner. There had been rules established to prevent the landowner from expelling a family from this land, so the land could be handed down through the various generations of a family. 
The land was divided into narrow strips that decreased in sized as it was divided among the various generations. It was not a very efficient method of farming, and it became increasingly clear as new innovations in farming developed, that something had to be done to improve the present system. It was soon realized that farming on larger areas of land was much more efficient. This meant that the common land was now returned to the landowner who enclosed the land with hedges and fences, hence the name enclosure. The enclosed land was now redistributed. This greatly affected the smaller farmers who were usually given the poorer land. At this time these small farmers had no political influence at all. The enclosure of land was standardized in 1801 with the passage of the General Enclosure Act. Many over enclosure acts had been passed prior to this since the 1750s and enclosure had become a common practice a century before. Dispossessed peasants started to migrate to the towns and provided the labor force needed by the new industries. 
Britain had the perfect conditions for the industrial revolution to begin. It had an abundant supply of coal to fuel the new industries. It could provide all the raw materials these industries needed from their own land and that of their colonies. These colonies also provided a market place for the finished products. The cotton industry was the driving force behind the industrial revolution. It could be produced cheaply and easily and was a product that everyone needed. It was easily transported as the English had a commercial fleet of boats. 
Many other countries were in a similar position as England, but there were three unique social elements that set the British apart from the rest of the world. These were that Britain possessed a “modern government, people had “modern” work attitudes and finally education played an important role. The workforce in Britain was more educated than their foreign counterparts, which meant they were more capable of running the new machinery and producing manuals. The work force was also ready to move from the countryside where they had traditionally lived, into the new towns. This meant that they had a “modern” attitude to work. Britain also had a large middle class and flexible mercantile class. 
The way that Britain was governed also help usher in the industrial revolution. It had a constitutional monarchy, and a government that was flexible enough to support the new system of industry. The establishment of the Bank of England helped to finance many of the new endeavors, which provided a handsome return for the bank. 
England was also experiencing a peaceful time in their history, mainly due to the insularity of this island nation. The industrial development of the nation was rarely interrupted by war. 
The combination of the above events led to the early industrialization of England, before its European neighbors. It changed the whole look of the British economy and had a profound effort politically and socially on the history of this great nation. 

Sample Identification item Florence Nightingale 
Full Credit answer 

10 points 
Florence Nightingale was born in Italy on May 12th 1820 into a wealthy English family. The Nightingale girls were home schooled by their Oxford educated father, where it was soon learned that Florence was an academic. As Florence grew up she was seen as lively and an attractive young lady, admired by the family friends, and many believed that she would make a wife. This might have been true had not a certain event changed her life in 1837. While Florence was walking through her gardens at her home in Embley, Florence claimed that the voice of god asking her to do his work. While she didn’t know what this was yet, she would soon find out. For the next few years Florence nightingale started to become interested in the social problems of the day. She spent a great deal of her time going through local hospitals and homes of the sick. Through these visits, she began to garner an interest in nursing. After explaining to her parents that she wanted to become a nurse, they vehemently argued with her that nursing wasn’t and acceptable profession for an educated woman during this time. To give her parents time to decide Florence’s future, she was sent on holiday with family friends through Europe. Little did her family know that this trip would serve to steel Florence’s resolve to practice nursing. While traveling through Germany in 1850 the group visited the Pastor Theodor Fleidner’s Hospital and School for Deaconesses at Kaiserwerth. The school struck Nightingale so well, that the following year she returned to attend a three month nursing program. After finishing school she took a vacant position at Superintendent of the Establishment for Gentlewomen on 1 Harley St in London. In 1853. In 1854 the Crimean War began between Britain, France, Turkey and Russia. After the allied victory against the Russians at Alma, British newspapers wrote about the horrible medical facilities under British control. The British Minister of War, Sidney Herbert, knew Florence very well through social circles and through her work at Harley St. He decided to appoint her as overseer of the introduction of female nurses into military hospitals on the battlefront. In 1854 Florence Nightingale and a group of 38 nurses arrived in Turkey. While not wanted by the doctors at first, the influx of wounded made their reservations impossible. While Nightingale was caring for the wounded, she set up programs to take care of the soldiers in ways other than the physical. She would arrange for the men’s wages to be sent home to their families, wrote correspondence on behalf of the soldiers to loved ones back home and introduced reading rooms to read to the wounded men recovering. It was a revolutionary way of hospice and an overwhelming success. The news of Nightingale’s practices reached Britain, and the public collected money to put her practices into action in England. When Florence returned from Turkey after the war, she made one of her greatest contributions to nursing by opening the Nightingale Training School for Nurses. Florence continued to write works on hospital planning and organization. Her writings on hygiene led to healthier working environments in hospitals. Florence continued to write until her death at the age of 90 in 1910. Miss Nightingale’s forward thinking of reforms is still used to this day by nurses and hospitals around the world. 



Web Site Assignments 
Much of your unit work in this class will be to locate historical web sites (see unit assignments) and submit minimum of 1/2 page summaries of these sites to Assignment Desk. Your grade (maximum of 20 points/site) will be based on details provided by you and your inclusion of the web site address used. A total of web site summaries are in Unit assignments. Please note deadline for submissions. 
Here is a sample of a Unit submission 

Web site Summaries for Unit 3 
Pearl Harbor (Summary 1) 

The day the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor has gone down in the history 
books as a day of infamy. The year is 1941, the Japanese Naval Air Force 
performs an air raid on the United States’ Navy, most of which are anchored 
in Hawaii. The motive behind this is the fact that the United States 
dominates in the Pacific. The United States have become a super power in all 
things after World War I, industrially, economically, and militarily. They 
control much of what goes on between countries in the Pacific. This does not 
sit well with the Japanese government. Japan is trying to build their 
industrial economy and expand their empire’s reach. However, they are not 
willing to trade with other countries for their natural resources. Japan 
wants to be in control of the countries with the crude oil they need for 
industries. In order to achieve their ends, Japan has to eliminate those who 
would stand in their way, the United States’ Navy. Convenient for the 
Japanese, the vast majority of the U.S. Navy is anchored in Hawaii, at Pearl 
Harbor. The Japanese attack takes out much of the United States’ Navy. The 
Japanese achieve this by taking the United States by surprise. While the 
diplomats from the two countries are in negotiations, the Japanese Naval 
officers plan an attack. They keep their work a secret, making sure that all 
communications are coded. The United States is able to break the code, but 
conflicting messages, in addition to the fact that they are in negotiations, 
confuses America. Sometime before the actual attack, a few analysis come to 
the conclusion that Japan will attack and that it will be in the Pacific. 
However, since the countries are in negotiations, the White House does not 
believe that the Japanese will actually go through with it. When they do, 
the dilemma becomes: if the government knew about the attack, why did they 
not do anything to prevent the attack or at least lessen the damage. Many 
intelligence people say that, though they have overwhelming evidence that it 
would happen, the White House never believed it could. 


http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/events/wwii-pac/pearlhbr/pearlhbr.htm 



Japanese Internment Camps (summary 2) 

Shortly after the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor in 1941, many Americans 
felt worried about their safety, they were mainly worried about Japanese 
Americans turning over to the Japanese side of the war. So then President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt had the Executive Order 9066. This basically overruled 
some of the Japanese American’s constitutional rights. The justification was 
that these camps were in the interest of national defense. Over 120,000 
people were forced to leave their homes. The majority of them were only 
infants, children, and young adults, none of which would really be in the 
position to threaten the security of the United States, much less be part of 
any kind of espionage. 
All up and down the West Coast, people were forced to leave their homes, 
jobs, school, and in some cases, the rest of their family. The camps they 
were sent to stay in were far away from anything resembling a city. They 
were surrounded and enclosed by barbed wire fences and armed guards. 
Many died due to lack of adequate medical attention. Emotional stress was 
another big reason for failing health. 
It turns out the is no proof of any conspiracy to sabotage the United 
States. In 1988, an Act was passed by Congress that admitted that it was 
injustice to place Japanese Americans in internment camps. It also granted 
$20,000 to each victim, or their family if deceased. 

http://www.pbs.org/childofcamp/history/ 



Omaha Beach at Normandy (summary 3) 

From the right, the second beach at Normandy was code named “Omaha.” Longer 
that 10 kilometers, it was the biggest of the five landing areas. It was 
located between the mouth of the Vire River on the west and Porten-Bessin on 
the east. A seawall about three meters high was located on the west side of 
the beach, and the rest of the beach was surrounded by cliffs that were over 
thirty-three meters high. 
The Germans were prepared for the attack. Intricate trench paths were dug, 
as well as Germans located on the top of the cliffs. This enabled them to 
basically mow down the Americans as they came ashore. 
The man in charge of the Omaha Beach Invasion, was a man by the name of Omar 
Bradley. He gave code names to all of the landing zones: Charlie, Dog, Easy, 
Fox and Omaha. The goal was to capture villages along the way to meeting 
British units that were arriving from the other side. Unfortunately, 
everything fell apart. To start off with, twenty-seven out of twenty-nine of 
the special amphibious tanks sank in the water, before reaching land. 
Currents and winds created their own problems. Not a single unit landed in 
the right area. As the Americans were coming to shore, they encountered a 
deadly rain of German bullets. Bodies would float up in the water or drop 
dead just as they arrived on shore. 
The thing that saved the operation was the fact that the Germans had no back 
up. Without the backup and the loss of an estimated twenty per cent of their 
troops, the Americans were able to gain a foothold. 

http://www.britannica.com/normandy/week2/Omaha_Beach.html 



Class Discussions 
Each unit will have a Class Discussion will be held on a specific topic of this unit (2 week) period. The Class Discussion topics will be located in the "Forums" area. 'Click' on "Forums" and then 'click' on "Dialogue Chamber" for correct Class Discussion. A question will be presented and you will respond with an answer to question and/or to another student's comments. Maximum of 20 points will be given for participation. Grade will be based NOT ON YOUR OPINION, but how complete an answer you provide, what supportive material you use in your remarks, and your clarity of ideas. Deadline for all participations in class discussions will be the end of the unit (Friday, Midnight) that the discussion is included in assignments. You must participate ONLY during the time frame stated in each Discussion topic. NO LATE DISCUSSION PARTICIPATION IS EVER PERMITTED. 25 points each 
MOST IMPORTANT: DO NOT START A NEW CONSERVATION> Participate only in the existing Class Discussions. All "New Conversations begun by and participated in by students will be deleted. 
Sample Class Discussion topic and full credit response 

European Imperialism: Who Benefits?" At the time that European nations were establishing colonial empires world wide, they declared that all 'colonized' peoples were benefiting from this action. They argued that colonial status brought education, medical care, and a generally improved way of life for these peoples. Read Text comments and examine several web sites. What do you think? Is this what imperialism was all about? 
Response 
Imperialism definately did not benefit those whose land was taken and colonized. Education, medical care, and a generally improved life just don't cut it for reasons that this was a good idea. Some cultures didn't value the same things and they had been surviving for ages before this on their own. One comment the text makes is that the Imperial attitude definately destroyed the people and the cultures that it touched. It was not good for the "ecology" of the original people's land. 
I think that education, medicine, and a better way of life weren't what Imperialism was about. Imperialism was expansion, economic growth, power, assets, new resources to be exploited, and greed. It was powered by a need for one culture to force itself upon another culture and pretty much take over. One would be hard pressed to argue for Imperialism in the light of all the consequences it wrought on many different people. Diseases were introduced to people who weren't immune to them, and it decimated populations. Tribal ways of life were devalued and thrown out because they didn't produce enough. Out with the old way of life, and in with the new. Imperialism was about unwanted changes occuring, and unwanted people invading. 



Class Units 
This class is divided into eight units. Each of these units consists of Text reading assignments (usually 2 chapters), internet historical research projects and preparation of summaries of 3 sites submitted to assignments, and participation of a Class Discussion in "Dialogue Chamber" located in the "Forums" icon on the left side of the home page. 
Additionally, a Mid Term Exam will available durng the Fourth Unit, a Final Exam in the Eighth Unit. 


Your Thoughts on This Syllabus 
Before you begin the class work, I would like you to provide me with a brief statement of acceptance of terms and specifics of this class as stated in the syllabus. Please include comments about specifics in the syllabus. Send me this statement using the " Private`Messages" icon on the left of the screen.  Do NOT use college email. 
After you complete this, go to "Classroom" and begin the work for Unit One 
Again, WELCOME to the class. 
Dick Sennet 
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